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the market for an editioprinceps published in Dublin; but the only
Dublin edition of 1728 that has ever come to light is that bearing
the imprint: "London: Printed, and Dublin Re-printed by and
for G. Faulkner___and T. Benson." It is now generally believed
that the words "Dublin, Printed" were simply intended to mis*
lead the public, by suggesting that the poem was the work of some
Irish wit, and so to conceal for the time being the real author.
Nor, in all probability, was the poem printed "for A. Dodd."
Mrs Anne Dodd, widow of Nathaniel Dodd, was a retailer of
newspapers and pamphlets who had in recent years become a
publisher as well.x If she was the publisher of the Dunciad, she was
entitled to have her copyright secured by entering it, or having it
entered, in the Stationers' Register. On May 30 James Betten-
ham, a printer, entered a claim for the copyright of "The Dunciad
an Heroic Poem in three Books" in the Register, and deposited
with the Company the nine copies that the act of 8 Anne required. *
The name of the author, usually given with such entries, was not
divulged. Bettenham might conceivably have been acting on
behalf of Mrs Dodd, and Mrs Dodd on behalf of Pope; but there
are good reasons for believing that the circumstances were very
different. When in 1729 Lawton Gilliver filed a bill in Chancery
to restrain certain booksellers from publishing a pirated editioxi
of the Duncia^ the Court had to consider, among other matters,
Mrs Dodd's connection with the poem.3 Commenting on the fact
that the name "A. Dod" appeared on the title-page of the quarto
of 1729, the four defendants state that they take this person to be
Anne Dodd a publisher who lives without Temple Bar And
these Defts are well informed and do believe that the sd Ann
Dodd neither then had nor now hath any right or Title to the
said Copy nor any Share whatsoever in the property thereof
and that her name was put to the said Quarto Edition of the
said Book without her Privity Knowledge or Consent and that
she never Sold or Disposed of the said Books.
An affidavit sworn to by Mrs Dodd herself confirms this state-
ment. If she had no right to the copy of the 1729 Dunciad^ it is
1.  I have given some facts about her in the Biographical Appendix.
2.  "The Dunciad of 1759": Modern Language RtvieWt xxxi (1936)* $47-8.
3.  Ibid., p. 351. (P.R.O. C 11/2581/36.)